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Arise is hiring!

Come work with us! Arise is
hiring a communications
associate and a Southeast
Alabama organizer to help us
expand our work to promote
policies to improve the lives of
low-income Alabamians.

Applications will be accepted
until the positions are filled. We
hope for a May 2018 start date
for both jobs. Visit arisecitizens.org
for job descriptions and details
on how to apply. And please
spread the word to anyone you
know who may be interested!

Upcoming events

May 14, Fairhope — Baldwin
County Arise meeting, Fairthope
Friends Meeting House, 6 p.m.

May 15, Mobile — Mobile County
Arise meeting, Dauphin Way United
Methodist Church, 6 p.m.

The staff corner

By Chris Sanders,
communications director

Are you keeping up
with Arise on social

.| media? It’s easy to do.
BN If you're on Twitter,
just follow @AlabamaArise. On
Facebook, search for Alabama Arise
and like our page. To ensure you see
all our posts, go to your settings and
click News Feed Preferences. Click
“Prioritize who to see first,” tap our
logo and click “Done.” That’s it!
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Transit fund created; ETF funding protected

Session brings 4 big Arise wins

By Chris Sanders, communications director

The Alabama Legislature had a fairly
quiet regular session in 2018 — but it
was a big year for Arise. Thanks to our
members’ dedicated advocacy, we made
meaningful breakthroughs on public
transportation and criminal justice debt
reform. Arise members also led the charge
to defeat a proposed state tax break for
private school tuition and to prevent the
Legislature from creating new barriers to
food assistance and health care access. (See
the box: at right for more details.)

Sometimes Arise members’ advocacy
gets results in a more subtle way —
such as making a bad bill a little less
bad. That was the case with HB 421,
sponsored by Rep. David Sessions,
R-Grand Bay. Gov. Kay Ivey signed the
new measure, which erodes renters’ rights
by reducing the number of curable lease
breaches under Alabama law. But the
original version was even worse: It would
have allowed just three days to correct a
lease violation and would have cut the
notice period for lease termination from
seven days to three. After Arise members
flooded representatives with calls and
emails against the bill, the House adopted
an amendment by Rep. Merika Coleman,
D-Birmingham, to delete that language.

The session is over, but our work isn’t.
We’re fighting hard against a state plan to
take Medicaid away from thousands of
parents across Alabama. (See Page 2.) We'll
also make the case for strong investment
in SNAP as Congtress considers the Farm
Bill this yeat. (See enclosed fact sheet.)

Cause for celebration!
Good news on Arise
priorities in 2018:

Criminal justice debt reform: SB 55 was
enacted. This new law, sponsored by Sen.
Clyde Chambliss, R-Prattville, allows the
Alabama Law Enforcement Agency to issue
hardship driver’s licenses to people whose
licenses were suspended or revoked due to
convictions unrelated to driving. These
licenses will grant limited driving privileges
to thousands of Alabamians who ate not a
risk to public safety and who can’t obtain
other transportation to go to work, see the
doctor or fulfill other basic functions.

Education funding: HB 257 was enacted
without langnage that would have created a state
tax break for private school tuition. The removal
of this proposed tax break came after a
wave of opposition from Arise members,

and it will save millions of dollars a year for
public schools across Alabama.

Public transportation: SB 85 was enacted.
This new law, sponsored by Sen. Rodger
Smitherman, D-Birmingham, creates the
Alabama Public Transportation Trust
Fund, establishing a landing place for future
federal and state appropriations for public
transportation in Alabama.

Safety net: The Legislature passed no new limits
on Medjcaid, SNAP or TANF. Numerous
proposals to add work requirements, drug
testing, more eligibility verification and
other expensive, unnecessary barriers didn’t
pass the Legislature — and most never even
came out of committee.

Visit atisecitizens.otg and click “Current bills of
interest” to see the final status of these bills and others
Sfrom the Alabama Legislature’s 2018 regular session.




A few words

from Kimble

By Kimble Forrister,
excecutive director

Now that they’ve gone home,
what’s next? We made the most of a
fast legislative session. Without taking
a break, we had to generate hundreds
of comments on the state’s harmful
Medicaid plan. (See article at right.) As
we fight off more threats to the safety
net, how can we ensure that 2018 sets
the stage for a successful 2019?

The safety net debates are not over.
No sooner did we submit hundreds of
comments against Medicaid work
rules than Congress started debating
work rules for folks on food stamps.
They seem to think rich people do
best when given more money, while
poor people do best when given more
rules. Our advocacy will be critical
both as Congtess debates the Farm
Bill and during election season.

Done right, election campaigns
focus a state on the pressing issues
we face. At their worst, they can be
silly and mean. As people who believe
sound public policies can make life
better, we seek ways to capture the
“teachable moments” before the

June 5 primary and the November
election. Can we help candidates
understand that work requirements
don’t fit Medicaid and SNAP? Can we
help them see how predatory lending
drains assets from our communities?
What about taxes? We can send a Tax
& Budget Handbook to every candidate,
but they’re more likely to read it if
local voters like you recommend it.

Amid such high-stakes activity,
we’re hiring a new leader. When I
came here, Alabama Arise was on the
verge of a statewide 1992 tax reform
effort. Our new director will arrive as
lawmakers explore new General Fund
revenue in 2019. Let’s make sure it’s a
tax plan that’s good for all of us.

Yours in peace and hope,
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Catch-22 would leave thousands uninsured

700+ say no to Medicaid cuts plan

By Jim Carnes, policy director

Arise is asking Gov. Kay Ivey to
withdraw a plan that would leave
thousands of Alabama parents
uninsured. The proposal would require
extremely low-income parents who
receive Medicaid coverage to have jobs
outside the home. This plan is a radical
departure from traditional Medicaid
eligibility rules and would result in loss
of health coverage for thousands of the
most vulnerable mothers in our state.

Public opposition to this proposal is
broad and deep. Before submitting the
proposal, called a “waiver request,” to
the federal government, Medicaid
officials sought public input during a
mandatory 30-day comment period,
which ended April 2. Arise teamed with
partner groups to create two online
tools to help individuals write and send
their comments to Medicaid. More than
700 Alabamians responded. The vast
majority expressed opposition.

The Medicaid work requirement
proposal would create a catch-22 for
people in deep poverty. Parents can’t
qualify for Alabama Medicaid if their
income is above 18 percent of the
poverty line, or $312 a month for a
family of three. About 75,000 people
(just 7.5 percent of Alabama’s 1 million
Medicaid beneficiaries) qualify in this
category. Nearly 90 percent are women.
Exemptions for disability, pregnancy,
age and other factors would leave about
17,000 adults subject to the requirement
— and almost certain to lose coverage.
Medicaid is one of the only protections
that folks at such low incomes have.
This plan would take that away.

Lack of parental coverage puts
families at higher risk of debt and
illness. When parents lose insurance,
children are less likely to have regular
doctor visits and more likely to become
uninsured. Thanks in part to strong
investment in ALL Kids, Alabama has
cut its rate of uninsured children from
20 percent to just 2.4 percent in the last
two decades. With this plan, the state
would turn its back on that progress.

The dignity of work is a central
value in Arise’s advocacy, but this
plan is the wrong way to promote it.
Our vision statement aspires to “an
Alabama where all people have
resources and opportunities to reach
their potential to live happy, productive
lives.” We see employment as a critical
contributor to health, along with access
to supports like health care, education,
nutritious food, affordable housing and
transportation. We support workforce
development as a key part of a broad
strategy to reduce poverty, improve
health and strengthen the economy.

Of all the questions the waiver plan
raises, one looms largest: Why
hasn’t Alabama expanded Medicaid
to cover low-income workers who
don’t get employer coverage and can’t
afford private plans? That move would
save hundreds of lives, create thousands
of jobs and pump hundreds of millions
of dollars a year into the economy. But
threatening loss of health care in an
attempt to force work efforts, without
providing supports to make those work
attempts successful, is flagrantly cruel
and will result in no outcome other

than poorer, more desperate and less
healthy Alabama families.

We want to hear from you on Medicaid!

Arise is collecting input on what good health means to Alabama communities
and what gets in the way of the health cate that people need. The stories and
comments we gather will help us advocate for Medicaid to include strong
consumer representation in all future reforms. Email organizing director

Presdelane Harris at pres@alarise.o

to set up a listening session in your area!
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Arise Citizens’ Poliy Project thanks the

following donors for their contributions received
between Jan. 1 and March 31, 2018:

Kathleen Abalos, Owens Cross Roads

Ellen Abell, Auburn

Pippa Abston, Huntsville

Catherine Alexander, Vestavia Hills

Charles & Janet Alexander, Pell City

Rev. Diana Jordan Allende, Opelika

Mary Beth Allison, Mobile

J.K. Anderegg, Birmingham

Kent Andersen, Birmingham

Cliff Andrews, Piedmont

Beth Ashmore, Leeds

Carmen Austin, Hoover

Amelia Baldwin, Mobile

Norm Baldwin, Tuscaloosa

Bob Barnett, Cropwell

Brooke Battle, Birmingham

Jere & Sara Beasley, Montgomery

Tamra Bell, Glenburn, Maine

Logan Benton, Cleveland

Richard Berliner, Birmingham

Neal & Anne Berte, Mountain Brook

Charles Betts, Decatur

Kevin & Tonia Betts, Lacey’s Spring

Luanne Biles, Huntsville

Carol Binder, Birmingham

Cynthia Bisbee, Pike Road

Nina Mae Blackburn, Hillsboro

Anne & Bill Blackerby, Jr., Birmingham

William Blackerby, Birmingham

Marie & William Blakney, Auburn

Brenda Boman, Notasulga

Jon & Judith Broadway, Montgomery

Stan Brockway, Huntsville

William Brooks, Huntsville

Joel Brouwer, Tuscaloosa

Lynn Brown, Birmingham

Kirsten Bryant, Vestavia Hills

Connie & Michael Buchanan,
Mountain Brook

Caroline Bundy, Birmingham

Keith Burroughs, Gulf Shores

Virginia Burroughs, Gurley

Kathy Byrd, Tuscaloosa

Hank Caddell, Mobile

Judith Campbell, Montgomery

Malcolm Carmichael, Birmingham

Jim Carnes & Erin Kellen, Montgomery

Jack Carney, Birmingham

Doug Carpenter, Mountain Brook

Carol Carruth, Auburn

Catherine Case, Athens, Ga.

Yvette Cashio, Hoover

Jim Cauthen, Hoover

Sally Cauthen, Duxbury, Mass.

Larry Childers, Montgomery
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Thank you for your support!

Carl & Pat Clements, Tuscaloosa

John Cleverdon, Point Clear

Stephanie Clifton, Montevallo

Anne Cody, Anniston

Carolyn Coker, Auburn

Joan Colburn, Auburn

Haley Colson, Birmingham

Thomas Cook, Seale

Paula Copeland, Birmingham

Saradell Crawford, San Antonio, Texas

Malcolm & Ruth Crocker, Auburn

John Croft, Daphne

Mary Ann Croft, Buhl

Richard Crow, Tuscaloosa

Carla Crowder & Bernard Troncale,
Birmingham

Joe & Patricia Crowley, Montgomery

Bruce & Evonne Cunningham,
Jacksonville

Guillermo Dacumos, Vestavia

Michael Dalen, Hampton Cove

Gabriele & Craig Darch, Auburn

Carol Daron, Auburn

Edith Davis, Montgomery

Rev. Emily R. Davis, Talladega

Sonny & Batbara Dawsey, Auburn

Ilse Diasio, Rochester, Minn.

John & Pat Dicas, Hoover

Alice Dilbeck, Harvest

Lynn Douglas, Birmingham

Marva Douglas, Midfield

Lee & Maria Teresa Dowdy,
Montgomery

John Dugger, Gadsden

Tom & Doreen Duley, Vestavia Hills

Gary & Nancy Dunavant, Vestavia Hills

Mary Helen Dupree, Washington, D.C.

Larry Durham, Vestavia Hills

Juliet Easlick, Birmingham

Dana Ellis, Hoover

Joe Elmore, Vestavia Hills

Walker Epps, Headland

Clara Ester, Mobile

Elaine Etheredge, Mobile

Butch Ferrell, Birmingham

Marion Fintel, Mountain Brook

Deborah Fisher, Birmingham

Anne & Alston Fitts, Selma

Kimble Fotrister & Calli Patterson
Montgomery

Brandon Fountain, Lexington, S.C.

Frances Frizzell, Montgomery

Arianne Gaetano, Auburn

Marilyn & Phil Garrett, Auburn

Lanier Gartland, Birmingham

Dorothy Gauthier, Birmingham

Bill & Betty Giardini, Huntsville

Sheila Gilbert, Jacksonville

Cathy Givan, Eclectic

]

Sr. Marilyn Graf, Mobile

Gerald & Judy Grainger, Lincoln

Reita Grant, Fort Payne

Brent Gravatt, Auburn

Gwendolyn Gray, Montgomery

Alan & Rebecca Grove, Montgomery

Carol Gundlach, Shorter

Ruth Gynther, Auburn

Dollie Hambrick, Montgomery

Bob & Betty Hare, Opelika

John & Lucy Harris, Florence

Presdelane Harris, Montgomery

Martha Hayes, Pasadena, Calif.

Virginia & Bill Hayes, Valley

Virginia Helton, Rainsville

Curtis T. Henson, Auburn

Lawton & Nancy Higgs, Hueytown

James O. Hill, Birmingham

Madeleine Hill, Tuscaloosa

Nancy & Daniel Hill, Birmingham

Robert H. Hill, Homewood

Chrissie Hines & Matthew Coughlin,
Fairhope

Jerry & Gerritt Hinnen, Northport

Laurel Hitchcock, Birmingham

Pam Hitchcock, Montgomery

Rosamond Hobart, Sylacauga

Charlotte Hobson, Elba

Jo M. Hodges, Birmingham

Doug Hoffman, Birmingham

Shari Hoppin, Troy

Jay Howell, Centre

Sam Howell, Cleveland

Steve & Harriet Hubbard, Andalusia

Phillip & Harriette Huckaby,
Birmingham

Richard Huckaby, Prattville

Harriette Huggins, Auburn

Dorothy Dale Hughes, Fairhope

Roberta Jackel & Christopher Newland,
Auburn

Nancy Jackson, Blountsville

Kay Jacoby, Montgomery

Frank & Jothany James, Birmingham

Frannie James, Tuscaloosa

Matthew Jarrett, Tuscaloosa

Chuck Jeffries, Birmingham

Martha Joffrion, Huntsville

Nina Ford Johnson, Mobile

Stan & Gracie Johnson, Birmingham

Joseph & Frances Jones, Huntsville

Dr. Margaret Jones, Valley Grande

Zan Jones, Mobile

Jonnie Justice, Collinsville

Willemijn Keizer, Montgomery

Leland & Marty Keller, Mountain Brook

Anne Kerr, Anniston

Wendy Kimbley, Enterprise

[Turn to Page 4]
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Donor list
[Continned from Page 3]

Judith King, Birmingham

Annie Kirkland, Seale

Twila Kirkland, Seale

Ursula Kling, Montgomery

Cookie Knott, Titus

Wiebke Kuhn, Auburn

Annie Kynard-Hackworth, Alabaster

Ralph & April Lane, Northport

Kathy Lauderdale, Rainsville

Marilyn Lee, Florence

James Lester, Montgomery

Allison Lewis, Huntsville

Rufus Lewis, Tuscaloosa

Ellie Lienau, Huntsville

George & Betty Likis, Birmingham

Benjamin Little, Anniston

Elijah Lofgren, Montgomery

Jack Long, Madison

John & Sandra Lott, Montevallo

Cindy Lowry, Birmingham

Samye Luquire, Tuscaloosa

R.G. Lyons, Birmingham

Robin Mackey, Pike Road

Thomas Manig, Auburn

Suzanne Martin, Birmingham

Marjorie Masterson, Huntsville

Eleanora Mauritson, Fairhope

E.J. McArthur, Pike Road

Jennie McBride, Guntersville

Ferne McClintock, Birmingham

Roger McCullough & Bobby Cardwell,
Columbiana

Margie McDermott, Birmingham

Sarah McElroy, Birmingham

Jacqueline McGee, Valley

Toni McGriff, Dutton

Kathy McMullen, Birmingham

Anna McNeal

Julian & Leslie McPhillips, Montgomery

Larry Menefee & Laurie Dill,
Montgomery

Molly Merkle, Birmingham

Tobey Miller, Fort Payne

Mary Virginia Moore, Auburn

Cheryl Moyer, Montgomery

Thomas Mullen, Tuscaloosa

Karen Myrick, Fairhope

John Neville, Mountain Brook

Jason Newell, Montevallo

Merlin Newton, Auburn

Terry Nunnelly, Vestavia Hills

Mary Oakley, Dothan

Michael Oakley, Clayton

Karole & Harry Ohme, Mentone

Denise Owens, Columbus, Ga.

Caroline Page, Tanner

Linda Parks, Decatur

Mellie Parrish, Alabama

Martha Jane Patton, Birmingham

Arise Citizens’ Policy Project Report

Valerie Peake, Birmingham

Emily Pendleton, Montevallo

Allen Perkins, Mobile

Mary Elizabeth & Wade Perry, Mobile

Jerolyn Phillips, Vestavia Hills

John & Donna Pickens, Montgomery

Mary Piland, Auburn

Agnes Pollock, Birmingham

Larry & Donna Pollock, Vinemont

Mary K. Polys, Spanish Fort

Mary Lynn Porter, Dadeville

Jackie Posey, Town Creek

Hiram J. Powell, Auburn

Ruth Ann Powers, Phenix City

Jan Pruitt, Magnolia Springs

Ria & Ed Pulles, Huntsville

Nathan Raby, Toney

John Rainey, Kinston

Amelie Ratliff, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

Susan Reid-St. John, Hoover

Helen Rivas, Birmingham

Teresa Rodriguez, Auburn

Alfred Rose, Birmingham

Sara Rose & Daryl Berquist, Blountsville

Joyce Rothschild, Auburn

Ava Rozelle, Lincoln

Isabel Rubio, Birmingham

Henry & June Rumble, Birmingham

Francis & Margaret Rushton,
Birmingham

James Rushton, Birmingham

Nancy Sales, Birmingham

Alvin Sawyer, Montgomery

Pat Schoen, Mentone

John Schweinsberg, Huntsville

Kristina Scott, Homewood

J. Wayne Sellers, Northport

Leigh Shaffer, Hoover

Sylvia Sheffield, Alabaster

Chuck Sheketoff & Naseem Rak,
Silverton, Ore.

Anita Sherman, Montgomery

Ruthie Sherrill, Tuscaloosa

Dorothy Shippen, Prattville

Christine Shumock, Auburn

Ed Simon, Auburn

Fr. William Skoneki, Auburn

Leonette Slay, Hoover

Debbie Smith, Fort Payne

Dona Smith, Homewood

Kay Smith, Hoover

Suzie Smith, Montgomery

Tara Smith, Spanish Fort

Frances Snyder, Tuscaloosa

Debbie & Chris Soniat, Vestavia Hills

Henrietta Speaks, Birmingham

Sherord Spence, Odenville

Lu Stand & James Gravois,
New Otleans, La.

Keith States, Huntsville

Nancy Stewart & Rod Kirschner,
Anniston

Micki Beth Stiller, Montgomery

David Stout, Montgomery

Mary Alice Stout & Ellen Spangler,
Mentone

Catie Strickland, Troy

C.A. Suhor, Montgomery

Sam Sullins, Huntsville

Deborah & Howard Taylor, Huntsville

Eugenia & G.E. Taylor, Birmingham

James & Faye Taylor, Ashford

John Thotnton, Decatur

Linda Tom, Fairhope

Lawrence Toups, Birmingham

Gordon & Anna Trawick, Montgomery

Jim Trumpower, Birmingham

Harry Truslow & Kathy Manning,
Montgomery

James & Wendy Tuckert, Tuscaloosa

Mamie Van Dyke, Hoover

Teresa Vest, Auburn

Jim Vickrey, Montgomery

James Vinson, Birmingham

Thomas Vocino, Pike Road

Virginia Volker, Birmingham

Mary & Ray Wade, Birmingham

Connie Wagnon, Birmingham

Carol Walker, Birmingham

Charlotte Ward, Auburn

Jeanne Weaver, Hoover

Penny & Kendal Weaver, Montgomery

Mary Weidler, Montgomery

Gerald & Carol Wheelock, Huntsville

Janet Widell, Auburn

Lorna Wiggins, Auburn

Arthur & Barbara Wilke, Auburn

Jim & Beverly Williams, Anniston

Randall Williams & Suzanne La Rosa,
Montgomery

Robert Williams, Kernersville, N.C.

Penny Williamson, Hoover

Lynda Law Wilson, Birmingham

Tracy Wilson, Montgomery

Emily Winslett, Tuscaloosa

Newell & Mary Witherspoon, Huntsville

Carol & Ralph Womer, Auburn

Sara Wood, Montgomery

Fred & Brenda Woods, Opelika

Eleanor Wright, Birmingham

Teri Wright, Birmingham

Jessica York, Birmingham

Dennis Zuelke, Jacksonville

Carole B. Zugazaga, Auburn

Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis &
Miles, PC, Montgomery

Impact America

Progressive Women of Northeast
Alabama

In honor of Ruth Gynther:
David & Susan Housel, Auburn
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